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they received and accepted the resignation of Richard Kleindienst as Attorney General of the United States 
he is appointing Elliot Richardson to succeed mr. Klein Dean's as Attorney General and will submit mr. 
Richardson's name to the Senate for confirmation immediately president nixon has also asked me to 
announce that he is today accepting the resignation of two of his closest friends and most trusted assistants 
in the white house HR Haldeman and John Ehrlichman the president told them he knew their decision to 
resign was difficult and that his decision to accept it was also difficult but he also said that he respects and 
appreciates the attitude that led them to it the president wishes to emphasize that neither the submission nor 
the acceptance of mr. Haldeman and mr. ehrlichman's resignation at this time should be seen by anyone as 
evidence of any wrongdoing by either one such assumptions would be both unfair and unfounded I've also 
been asked to announce that the president has today requested and accepted the resignation of John Dean 
from his position of the White House Counsel the White House is in a state of shock and a lot of people here 
are wondering how many more heads are going to roll for the time being the nerve center of the government 
has gone virtually dead while there's no word yet on replacements for Haldeman or Ehrlichman there's a 
general feeling the vaunted White House staff structure itself will now be revamped so as to provide greater 
access to the president there's no word either on a new Secretary of Defense but some officials are saying 
privately the administration may now have difficulty in recruiting good people to work for it the president 
himself worked in solitude throughout the day at his Camp David retreat preparing his speech he spent the 
weekend at Camp David talking to most of the people involved in today's announcements Haldeman 
Ehrlichman Kleindienst Richardson garmet but not Dean he also discussed his problems at 
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Dean he also discussed his problems at length with a man he has frequently turned to during past crises 
Secretary of State William Rogers tonight the president is expected to explain to the nation how he reached 
his drastic decision and why Richard valeriani NBC News at the White House both Haldeman and 
Ehrlichman say they will voluntarily cooperate with the Watergate grand jury and the special Senate 
investigations although there have been reports that they would have been asked to do that in any case and 
President Nixon says he's given Elliot Richardson the job of recommending changes in the law so that to use 
the president's words future campaign abuses of the sort recently uncovered may be prevented Ehrlichman 
in an interview with NBC News said tonight that there has been too much innuendo and rumor flying around 
about Watergate he said also that he and Haldeman have become symbols in the scandal Ehrlichman said 
again he is innocent of any wrongdoing tonight at 9:00 o'clock Eastern Time President Nixon goes on 
television and radio to talk to the country about Watergate the president's drastic shake-up at the White 
House pleased almost every member of Congress for various reasons many senior Republicans have been 
urging the President to clean house and he has now acknowledged that pressure another reason is that of all 
the two and a half million people in the executive branch by far the most unpopular were HR Haldeman and 
John Ehrlichman unpopular with Republicans and Democrats alike Paul Duke was on the hill when those 
resignations were announced one Republican senator said the news was enough to cause dancing in the 
halls of Congress the remark Illustrated the deep dislike of Haldeman and Ehrlichman long regarded as 


arrogant and contemptuous toward members of Congress that caused the - age demanded unswerving 
loyalty to the president Republicans found it difficult getting to mr. Nixon if they deviated even slightly from 
White House 
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deviated even slightly from White House policy the result was bad feeling and bad relations for mr. Nixon 
thus there were no tears for Messrs Haldeman and Ehrlichman | don't think they liked people | think | think 
that they just give the attitude that they didn't like people my impression of Halderman very shortly after he 
was in there Ehrlichman | think particularly mr. Ehrlichman very soon after he was in there | happened to I'd 
met him at receptions | ever run into him at the airport with these families evidently putting them on a plane 
for some place | went up and spoke to him well | never got such a cool off in my life I'm sure he knew who | 
was but this is typical of the of the whole thing | don't really believe that they told the president everything 
and | assume and they saw themselves getting in hot water they're even less inclined to tell the president 
anything some thought it would blow away some thought it would go away the result was that it didn't the 
result beyond that is that it's a not a disaster the Republican Party but it certainly stained the political system 
and all of us involved in it the attempt to intimidate the members of the Congress is the same as the attempt 
to intimidate the members of the press and great newspapers and television and radio networks and so forth 
the media has been subjected to the same process that we have the same arrogance they have been the 
recipient out and why this was not apparent before | do not know but | am very pleased that the president 
has now acted as precipitously as thoroughly as he now has and | hope every last person that was involved 
in this case will be dismissed in the federal government Watergate is added mr. Nixon's difficulties on Capitol 
Hill but with Haldeman and Ehrlichman gone White House relations with Congress may well improve once 
the scandal is over Paul Duke NBC 
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once the scandal is over Paul Duke NBC News at the Capitol Fred Briggs went out to a Republican suburb of 
Chicago today a suburb which has always voted for Richard Nixon Briggs talked to people trying to find out 
how they felt about today's White House announcement and here is his report we'll met as a high-income 
North Shore suburb of Chicago he has a long Republican tradition and it held to that last November by 
reelecting Richard Nixon by a better than two-to-one margin over George McGovern we talked today with 
some Nixon supporters to see how they feel now in light of the Watergate revelations | think it reflects poor 
judgment on Nixon's part here's on choice of people surrounding him | don't think that he has anything to do 
with it | really don't well | don't blame the president | think he his associates fooled and quite a bit well | think 
it's a shame that it has to come to this that we have to lose some good men because of this probing | think 
they're dragging it out too much | think there should be brought to a close well | voted for Nixon and 
unfortunately oh | think the whole thing has come up and his political credibility is just completely gone | | 
think now he had to be reelected again I'm sure he wouldn't be almost no matter who ran against Jessup 
deficit all happened prior to last November would it have made any difference in the way you would have 
voted it might have this of course was no scientific sampling but it does suggest there's a lot of uncertainty 
among voters who might have dismissed the Watergate affair as an issue last fall Fred Briggs NBC News 
Wilmette Illinois this is NBC Nightly News Tuesday October 23rd reported by John Chancellor with David 
Brinkley's journals good evening on another extraordinary day President 
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on another extraordinary day President Nixon in a startling reversal has changed his position on the secret 
White House tapes has abandoned his offer of a compromise summary and will obey a court order which 
says he must give the tapes to Judge John Sirica Judge Sirica will then privately determine if the tapes have 
evidence of criminal actions the president's decision came as a total surprise following a series of significant 
developments the president's compromised arrangement with the Senate Watergate committee was coming 
unstuck public opinion was swinging against his position judge Sirica this morning was taking a tough stand 


in his courtroom former attorney general Elliot Richardson was making a strong defense of the dismissed 
special prosecutor Archibald Cox and in the House of Representatives for the first time in more than 100 
years an inquiry into presidential impeachment was begun it was after these things happened that the 
president capitulated here's Carl Stern with more on this remarkable day members of the former special 
prosecutors staff arrived unsure what role they would play however all the talking was done by the 
determined Chief Judge John Sirica Sarika indicated as far as he was concerned the grand jury would still 
get what it needed he called in the grand jurors to tell them you remain operative it is still your oath to 
diligently fully and completely inquire into all offenses the former special prosecutor's watch Sarika tell the 
grand jurors they would not be dismissed until their work was completed four hours later the president's 
lawyers arrived and announced his capitulation Professor Charles Allen Wright of the University of Texas 
said the president would comply in all respects with the court decisions charged Sarika who read aloud what 
the decisions required then asked when the White House would deliver the tapes professor Wright said it 
would require some time but he promised to move expeditiously he said events had compelled the president 
to change his mind I've just 
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president to change his mind I've just informed Judge Sirica the President Nixon will comply in all respects 
with the order of this court is modified by the Court of Appeals the the president on Friday made what he 
thought returned general Richardson thought what | thought was a very reasonable proposal to 
accommodate the spirit of the court's order with the least intrusion of presidential confidentiality and bring a 
constitutional crisis to an end it was obvious but the constitutional crisis was not over that even if as | hope 
he would have Judge Sirica had accepted the presentation that we'd planned to make a satisfactory 
compliance there would have been those who would have said that the president is defying the law this 
president does not defy the law the sudden turn of events surprised even the court yesterday the White 
House sent a response to the judge outlining the president's original position but this afternoon professor 
Wright asked that it be considered withdrawn the lawyers way of declaring it inoperative oh let me ask you 
some questions as the president brought himself some time by his actions today | think it's fair to say that 
what the president has done is to withdraw to live to fight another day at least politically do you think that the 
presentation of these nine secret tapes will go smoothly now that this has been arranged the court of appeals 
decision still permits the president to withhold portions of the tapes that pertain to national defense or foreign 
relations and for the most part the court will have to assume that he's doing so honestly his lawyers can also 
fight to keep out other matters considered irrelevant or prejudicial or which are not yet under subpoena so 
there's plenty of room there for the White House to maneuver well some people are saying that by firing Cox 
the president has set up a situation where the defendant who is the president has been able to fire the 
prosecutor now that Cox is gone you think the Justice Department will pursue 
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think the Justice Department will pursue this investigation as vigorously as Cox the outlook at the Justice 
Department is brighter than it seems acting Attorney General Robert Bork called in some Archibald Cox's 
former staff members yesterday to keep them on the case and don't forget that Assistant Attorney General 
Henry Peterson wants to vindicate his operation this time and so he really has the president hostage 
president can't afford to have Peterson quit now complaining that the White House is blocking the 
investigation Carl thank you at the White House this afternoon there was a press briefing on the events of 
this day Tom Brokaw has that story general Alexander Haig the president's chief aide and Professor Charles 
Allen right the chief White House lawyer in this situation explained mr. Nixon's position Haig said he didn't 
believe the president would be impeached if even if he did not give up the tapes but when it was all stripped 
away it came down to this the president was forced to change his mind by the political events that were 
closing in on him that was not the attitude at the White House last Friday however when the stennis 
compromise was first announced | checked out of the Madison Saturday morning thinking | was done with 
White House employment forever but the American people would give a tremendous sigh of relief at the 
thought that now we are going to hear what is in these tapes and now we are not going to have a 


constitutional crisis obviously that was a miscalculation Saturday morning it still looked like a very good 
calculation but we had miscalculated was but did not we had not thought that mr. Cox would take the course 
of action that he did that led to further traumatic events as a result by this morning it was apparent that rather 
than a national sigh of relief in the end of a constitutional crisis but the crisis was simply height although 
neither right nor Cox would express it apparently the White House expected Archibald Cox to quit last 
weekend and not to fight as for the Senate Watergate committee the compromise of last week now is off the 
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compromise of last week now is off the committee will not get the summaries of the president's tapes but 
already that committee is moving in the courts once again in an attempt to get those tapes through legal 
channels Haig would not address himself to the question of whether another special prosecutor would be 
appointed but he did say that during all of this there was White House concerned about the political 
alignment as he expressed it of the staff that was working with Archibald Cox clearly suggesting that that 
staff might have been out to get President Nixon for political reasons while Haig and professor Wright were 
meeting with the probe with reporters today here at the White House President Nixon was on route to Camp 
David apparently to prepare that national speech that he will give tomorrow night Tom Brokaw NBC News at 
the White House our history shows the American people will put up with a great deal even when the 
demands on them are outrageous as they often are but they will not put up with anyone who claims to be or 
tries to be above the law immune to the rules applying to everybody else it seems to be known instinctively 
that if anyone acquires that privilege it'll be the end of this country the public will not obey laws they dislike if 
their leaders don't it appears the White House feeling threatened has long since pulled its wagons into a 
circle and lost touch with what was happening outside there is every evidence they were surprised by the 
degree of public anger at the events of last weekend so the president backed down said he'd hand over the 
tapes whereas in the past he argued this was an intolerable invasion of his privacy well other people's 
privacy is routinely invaded by the federal government and anyone else who tried to withhold evidence that 
might bear on a crime would wind up in jail it has always seemed doubtful that Congress could actually bring 
itself to impeach the president but since Saturday night it has seemed they might actually face up to it so the 
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they might actually face up to it so the president backed down because he had to John and good night for 
NBC News 


END 


